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SILVER JUBILEE

Presidential M essage

TODAY when we are celebrating the Silver Jubilee of the Federation of the
K. S. I. Jamaats of Africa, we are inclined to look back and review the

record of the past 25 years and at the same time look forward to the
coming 25 years. -

The record of the past 25 years evokes mixed feelings, pride and satis-
faction for the noteworthy achievement made by the Federation as a unifying
factor and the role it has played in various communal and religious activities.
Regret for its inability to do much more that could and should have been done.
On occasion like this we cannot afford to sit back and glare over our past
achievement or cry over failures.

We have to take stock of the Community today and draw lessons from
our past successes and failures and brace ourselves to face the challenges of the
coming 25 years. The task before the community is to have a clear concept of

its aspirations and foresee and anticipate the problems that are likely to arise
and prepare itself to grapple with realities of life. '

In this day and age, when we are making an advent into the new decade
of the 70’s, do we find ourselves, our thinking and our ways of conducting the
affairs of the community compatible with the times we are living in?

It must be realised that in this technological age we cannot afford to
run the affairs of the community the way we used to, say 25 years ago. We are
now citizens of the independent countries of Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Malagasy,
Somalia, Congo, Ruanda and Burundi. When the Federation was formed, all
these countries were under colonial rule and in consequence, our outlook and
thinking were considerably influenced by the prevalent colonial mentality. We

cannot afford to perpetuate such mentality and to live in isolated water-tight
compartments. : 8 '



As faithful citizens of the respective countries we live in it is only
appropriate that we should fully understand, appreciate and identify ourselves
with the National aspiration and outlook and play full and active role as useful
citizens. Therein only lies the future of ourselves and our progeny.

Our Federation is primarily a religious institution. Religion is the
common factor, and the sacred bond which unites us all. . Our religion is Islam,
and | feel that Islam has adequately tackled every aspect of human life, and given
its directive. We have elected to confine to certain traditions and ceremonies.
. The essence of religion and its true perspective are at times, far from us. Now
if we do not understand and practice true lslam, we can very conveniently
forsee a day when our identity will bear no relation with the faith we profess..
The Federation is doing all it can to see that our community lives and believes
according to the true Islam, but little can be accomplished without the support,
co-operation: and active interest from the members.

The success of the Federation and for that matter the community as a
whole, does not solely rest with President, Office Bearers and the Secretariat.
Each one member of the community has a definite role to play. Let us all join
hands and with mutual respect, love and affection for each other, do our bit of
good work for the community. The sum total of such selfless united efforts
will not be lost. We have a right to live and prosper in life. It is therefore
for us to strive and struggle and pray for Almighty’s Mercy. Let it not be
forgotten: God does not change the state of any community until it changes
itself. ' ‘

Let us ask ourselves: do ‘we need to change our progress. What can
each one of us do to help ourselves and our community.

MOHAMEDALI MEGH]I

PRESIDENT -
Federation of The Khoja Shia Ithna Asheri

Jamaats of Africa
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~ Message
FROM

Hon. General Secretary

g N history of Institution 25 years is not a very long time. But sometime some
Institution can during this short period achieve ideological changes in the
community. |am pleased to believe that Federation of Khoja Shia Ithna-

Ashari Jamats of Africa is one. of those highlights which has brought about this

type of change in our community. Not before very long, we were engaged in

petty quarrels of Katchi and Kathiawadi. Our attention was mainly diverted
in our local Jamats’ quarrels. In many places there were more than two Jamats.

But with the Grace of Allah, today, we no longer think in terms of Mwanza

Jamat or Dar-es-Salaam Jamat or Uganda Jamat. We are now thinking in terms

of humanity at large. Members of Kenya or Tanzania or Uganda or Madagascar

or Mauritius is no longer the problém of those individual Jamats. It has become
our problem. | think this is the greatest achievement of our Federation.

ext 25 years will pose a greater challenge to the Federation and its
leadership. Our survival is at stake. If we want to survive, there is only one
course open to us. We shall have to start thinking in still more wider angle.
We must forget all our differences and feel and behave as true Shias. If in next
25 years through the activities of our Federation, every one of us has to realize
that we are true Shias and act as worthy human beings, then this would be the
greatest and unique achievement of our Institution. Indeed this would be unique -
in the history of any Shia Institution. ‘

| pray Allah to help us to achieve this goal.

JAFFERAL] ASARIA
HONORARY GENERAL SECRETARY
Federation of The Khoja Shia Ithna Asheri
Jamaats of Africa
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Phone : 44152, 363, Sirajuddaula Road,

Cable : KHALILULLAH * Bahadurabad Housing Society,
ﬁaii ;[?ﬂﬁ&llﬂ“? 9. Fbrabim Karachi-5 26th November 1969

Mohamedali Meghji Esq.,

President, :

The Khoja Shia Isna—Asherl Supreme Council,
P.O. Box 1085,

MOMBASA. (Kenya)

Dear Sir,
Assalaamo Alaikum va Rehmatullahe va Barakatohoo

It is indeed a heartening sweet surprise to learn that The Federation of
the Khoja Shia Ithna - Asheri Jamat of Africa is going to celebrate its truly
deserved Silver Jubilee.

Undoubtedly what | could gather from the perusal of ‘Federation’s
literature off and on, [the Federation has proved to be a2 BOON of no small
magmtude to the scattered Jamaats of our Community in Africa.

The Federation has, indeed rendered a yeoman service for the amelior-
ation, betterment and welfare of the various Jamaats in the field of religious,
educational, economical and social activities by proving to be a pivotal point' for
the centralized and concentrated march on the primrose path of Peace, Progress

and Prosperity.”

Where there is the sincerity and unity of purpose, there alone is the
greatness and glory. *“UNITED WE STAND AND DIVIDED WE FALL” and the
Holy Quran has wisely invited us by declaring “ADHERE FAST TO THE ROPE OF
ALLAH AND BE NOT DISUNITED” :

My heartlest congratulations to those sincere, selﬂess, servants of
society, who have worked and dedicated their lives in service to their fellow
brethren ALLAH WASTES NOT THE REWARD OF THE DOERS OF GOOD.

It is my earnest and sincerest prayer 'May Allah grant you all the strength
to serve and sacrifice in the cause and unity of our Jamaats in Africa. Ameen.

Yours Sincerely,
(HAJI HASANALLY PF. EBRAHIM)

Ll IS



" Tele : 232811 - 5 Lines

McLEOD ROAD,

H : EASTERN BANK BUILDING,
KARACHI-2.

. November 22, 1969
aizA=puet

MOHAMEDALI MEGHJI ESQ.,

President, e

The Khoja Shia Ithna-Asheri Supreme Council,
Supreme Council's Office, ‘
P. O. Box 1085,

IMOMBASA,

{Kenya).

.‘My Dear Mohamedali Bhai,

| am pleased to learn from your letter dated 17th November, 1969
that the Federation of Khoja Shia Ithna-Asheri Jamats of Africa will be
celebrating its Silver Jubilee shortly.

| congratulate the Federation of .the Khoja Shia Ithna-Asheri Jamats

~ on this auspicious occasion and wish them every success.
":. &T -

With regards.

Your sincerely,
(HAMID D. HABIB)
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KHojA s" IA TELEGRAM : ‘ISNAASHARI’
IS" AASH AR' :télzg; :g::lEJfL ;;;ﬁgr, BOMBAY-9.
Pl jAMAAT éth January 1970

The President,

THE KHOJA SHIA ISNA-ASHARI SUPREME COUNCIL,
MOMBASA/Kenya. : '

Dear Sir,
Salamun-alai-kum

| was indeed overjoyed to read your letter of 17th November [969.
Please accept my heartiest felicitations on the release of the Special Issue of

“Federation Samachar”, to mark the Silver Jubilee celebrations of your
Federation. :

For any orgémisation to celebrate its Silver Jubilee is a momentous
occasion and that your Federation has completed 25 fruitful years of devotion to
the cause of our community is a matter of great pride for all of us.

Your Federation has had a glorious past and its present stature is the
outcome of your able guidance. Not only are the past and present of the

Federation worthy of praise, but its future holds every promise of heralding a
new dawn. ' :

The guiding spirits behind an organisation’s achievements over the years

-are its Presidents and their single-minded efforts to ‘Serve the welfare of the -

community. The purpose for which an organisation is formed can only be
achieved by devotion to duty and sincerity of thought and action. ‘

The Silver Jubilee year is a befitting occasion to pay our'tributes to the
late Haji Ibrahim Hussein Shareef (May Allah rest his soul.in peace) whose signal
contribution will go down in the annals of the Federation. His benevolence,
greatness and his service to the people were exemplary and his magnetic perso-

nality drew the masses towards him. The Federation owes much to him for the’

prosperity of our community as a whole.

18



In conclusion, | pray that Allah may, through the medium of our
beloved Prophet and his Progeny (May peace be upon them) let the Federation
grow from strength to strength and give its humble workers ‘afiyat’ inthis
world and hereafter. Ameen. =

Your brother-in-faith,
For KHOJA SHIA ISNA-ASHARI JAMAAT

SULTAN A. MOLOOBHOY
President. .

MOHAMEDALI KARA % SONS

DUKA YA KIANJA
P.O. Box 187 Phone 366
BUKOBA TANZANIA '

CITY RADIO - Branch at NYERERE ROAD
& : P.O. Box 1106 Phone 2927
: MWANZA Tanzania
'ELECTRONICS
e -‘ DEALERS IN
‘Ladies & Gents High Class Dress
Materials. READY MADE Wears -
for Gents, Ladies and Children.
" ALSO ¥
- . LADIES’ TAILORING
4, INDIA STREET UNDERTAKEN
P.O. BOX 75| :
DAR-ES-SALAAM !
Tele : 23932 Visit UssToday,

Satisfaction Guaranteed
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Telephone: 230269

KHOJA (PIRHAI) SHIA ISNA ASHERI JAMAAT (REGD.)

Also REGD. UNDER 15-D.

. B. R.l. MASJID ROAD,
Off. ELLIS STREET, KHARADAR,

Our Ref. ' KRACHI-2. December 10, 1969
Your Ref. /

On the occasion of the Silver Jubilee Celebrations of the Federation
of the Khoja Shia Ithna-asheri Jamats of Afrtca, | deem it a pleasure .and
privilege of offering Longratufatlons to each and every member of the jJamaat
associated with the Federation. The zeal, devotion and enthusiasm with which
the Office-bearers and Committee Members have worked ceaselessly for Promot-
ing Unity, Good-will, not to mention the spread of Shiaism in Africa needs no

comment for all that has been done in the last 25 years speak louder than
words. '

| pray to Almighty to grant you health, wisdom and energy to continue
to carry on the good work that you are domg

May _ALLAH BLESS you all.

(JAFFERALI ). SAGARWALA)
President,



Self & Chauffeur-driven
CAR HIRE SERVICE

Valji & Allibhai Ltd.

BRID&GE -STREET

Dealers in

Second Hand Cars

Phone : 20522 & 26537

(Metropole Building)
P.O. Box 786,
Telegram : “ALIVALI”
DAR-ES-SALAAM
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GRADE THE FRIENDS,

Do not keep uniform rules of friendship with
every friend, Accordingly do not put yourself
completely at his mercy. It is just possible,
he may turn an enemy on account of some of your
weak points. Similarly do not keep a venomous
eye on an enemy, It is likely that he may some
day turn your friend.

-~ Hazrat Ali (A.S.)

Act. And act honestly, because to-day iz the
day of action; not of accounts, Tomorrow will be
the day of accounts; not of action, . i

~ Hazrat £1i (4.5.).
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MAMDANI BROTHERS

General Merchant

P. O. Box 24, LUSHOTO :
Bankers: N. B. C. Telegram  “MAMDAN/"
Bank Street Branch, Tanga, ' Telephone : 22

Dealers in :

RATION, PROVISION,
MEDICINES,

STATIONERY,

COSMETICS, PIECEGOODS,
HOSIERY, BLANKETS, SHIRTS,
FOOTWEAR, :

CUTLERY, CONFECTIONERY,

SUNDRIES &
HARDWARE ' -

Agents :
Tanganyika Plating Co. & Avon Cycle Tyres-Tubes
Regular Passenger & Goods Service
from Mombo - Lushoto

RAMZANALI H. K. DAMJI

DAR-ES-SALAAM

Provision, Grains, Foodstuff
and
Sundry Goods

Importers - Wholesalers - Retailers
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A. M. CHATOO & SONS

MERCHANTS & COMMISSION AGENTS
P. O. Box 9022, DAR-ES-SALAAM

Tele. Add : “MALAIKA” Tele : 21816 - 21909
all Branches

TROPHY DEALERS,
COASTAL SHIPPING SERVICE

Associated with

CHATO0O’S LIMITED

CHEMISTS & OPTICIANS

DAR-ES-SALAAM
- |
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POWER AND PELF

If God Almighty has bestowed you with p_dwer, use it
'MISERLY for awarding absolutely necessary punishments.
And if He has betowed you with pelf. use it LAVISHLY
for awarding constructively needful charities, - '

—~Mrs. AMINA PENPOINT
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I ' M Narayandas Mansion, 10, Motlibai Streeet,. Bombay {1 BC. Telephone : 370168

Crystal House, 99, Mohamedali Road, Bombay 3 BR. 327030

3rd December |969

Today our heads bow in reverence to those great souls (may they
rest in heaven in peace) who concenved the idea of forming the Khoja
Shia Ithna Asheri Federatlon -

| for one had the proud previlege of meeting one of the mujahids
of your esteemed body in no less a personality than the Alhaj Ebrahim Haji
Sheriff when he had visited Bombay in the year 1961. It will not be out of
place if | say that he was the heart and soul of the Federation and he still
inspires spiritually Alhaj Mahomedali Meghji and his colleagues to keep the
light of service and sacrifice burning for ever. '

" May Allah shower His choicest blessings on all those departed souls
who  have served His cause and may the Almighty through the Vasila-e-
Chharada Masoomeen give long life and inspira the entire community to
work and prosper and may the Silver bells toll to Golden bells and on
and on towards progress till eternlty (Ameen)

With kind regards to all our brothers and sisters in faith.

Sincerely yours, _
HUSSEINALI MERCHANT
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Silver Jubilee Celebration
of the Federation

The President, _
Khoja Shia Ithna-asheri Supreme Council,
P. O. Box No. 1085, :
MOMBASA. |

Kenya.

Dear Mr. President,

~ Many thanks for your kind letter of the 17th November inviting me to
send a massage for the Special Issue of Federation Samachar. | would like to

say:

1945 was a year of great Blessings to the Khoja Ishna - Ashari community
of Africa as it was in this year that we formed the Federation to do the function
of uniting, centralising and servicing the different Jamaths. :

_ Wide verieties of Social and Religious services have been democratically
given by the Federation run by a handful but sincere momins.

The Federation has lost quite e few public spirited-servants since its
inception but they have left behind their name and guidance and will always be
remembered with reverence. And we still have and will Inshah-Allah always
have people prepared to serve and sacrifice for the cause of the millat and com-
munity. Our beloved “Mohamed Bhai” is one and perhaps the best one of these .
selfless workers in the office at present. :

25 year is not long time in history of a community but everyone in Africa
and particularly in East Africa can be proud of our having achieved what we have
so far and do more and more for the fulfillments of *aims and objects’ of the
Federation of K.S.1. Jammats in Africa.

| am personally proud to have been a member of the Council and its
committees before | came down to Pakistan in 1964 and would like to end with
Greetings and Best Wishes to each and every member of this Great Union.

Yours sincerely,
MOHAMEDALI HANSRA]}
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/

(Kenya).

Akbarally Vazirally Mody & Co.ﬂ

IMPOR TERS
P. O. Box 304
ADDIS ABABA

Ethopia

Dated 5th December, 1269__

The President,
The Khoja Shia Ithna-asheri Supreme Council,

P.O. Box No. 1085,
MOMBASA,

Dear Sir,

I acknowledge with thanks the receipt of your circular letter dated
the 17th ultimo and am pleased to learn that our federation is going to

celebrate its Silver Jubilee and will be issuing a Special Issue of the
“FEDERATION SAMACHAR" on that auspicious occasion.

As has been requested by your goodselves, | have pleasure in sending
you herewith (enclosed) my passport size photograph and wish you all the
successs. Although | am stationed miles away, | consider myself as an

“humble member of the jamat and would wish to send you' the following

message:

“It is needless to say that our Federation of the Khoja Shia Ithna-Asheri
Jamats of Africa has proved itself to be a great force in binding us together
as members of one family over the past twenty five years and has come to be -
a living body. We are all much indebted to it for rendering devoted services

for the cause of unity of our Jamats in Africa. May it live long to serve us
for many many years to come’.

Youis Sincerely, : -
(AKBARALLY VAZIRALLY MODY) .
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Sheriff Dewji & Sons Ltd.

Seed Cleaners
Grain Merchants
Trophy Dealers and
Coffee Exporters
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~ Tanzania Printers Ltd.
KISARWVE STREET, _DAR-ES-SALAAM.
for

all your Stationery Requirements
Ring : 20749/233‘81

for

Clean Crisp and Quality
Modern Offset Printing

Ring: 21542
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Nazmia Arabic College T cknow,

GOVT. AIDED

Dated, 9-12-1969.

The President,
K.S.I. Supreme . Council, E. Africa.

My Dear Mohammad Ali Meghji Saheb,

Salamun Alaikum,

It has given me immense pleasure to.express my feelings about the
acheivements that your Federation has gained during the last twenty five
years of its continuous working and service for the community.

| have known the importance of the existence of the Federation as
for a very long period | have been in direct contact with the valuable services
it has rendered, on my occasional visits to E. Africa and Irag-where | had the
privilege of working for Alamul Ulama Ayatullah Aqai Syed Mohsin Hakim
and other esteemed Ulamas of Najaf-e-Ashraf.

In India too | have been associated with different national institutions
from where | came to know the valuable services of the Federation.

In the working of Federation of such type it is not possible to
satisfy all persons but' it. is well-known fact that co-operation and unity are
signs of life whereas non-cooperetion and division are signs of death.

| therefore urge all that they should stand united and make this
federation strong, stable and most beneficial to community and should make
efforts that as uptil now strangers from different parts of the world are taking
shelter under the great shady tree of this federation, ~in like manner

this support to them should not be let dry and could more prosperous
and fruitful than ever before. '

Wassalamo Alatkum Warrahmah.
Truly yours,
SYED HAMIDUL HASAN
(Mujtahid) B2
Principal Nazmia Arabic Collége
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HASSAN EL-AMINE

P. O. Box 255 .
BEIRUT - LEBANON

December 13, 1969

My Dear“Haji Mohamedali Meghiji,
President, '

The Khoja Shia Ithna-asheri Supreme Council, and all its Members.

| have received your letter telling me about the Silver Jubilee Celebration.
| take this opportunity to declaré according to my experience when | lived
among you several days in the past, that you followed the great Imam Jaafar
As-sadick when he addressed the Shia saying this immortal sentence: “Be an
honour to us and never a disgrace”.

| saw you in your mosques, houses, and meetings, apply what the Imam
Assadick said. Consequently, one is very proud” to relate you tohim and to
all the Ithna Asheri Imams.

From here, Lebanon, | greet you all and especially those whom
| met in Tanga, Arusha and Mombasa, those who received me as a guest and
| was very pleased with their hospitability and their high morals, and |
shared them their great celebrations. '

"All what | want to say to you in this letter is that we are reaching
a time when the Belief is going to be fought bitterly. The arms used_iathis
war are: the pen; the book and the school. So, as your forefathers maintained
to leave you an inheritance which is Islam and Faith, so do you yourselves
today, that is, leave this inheritance to your grandchildren. Let your weapons
be the weapons of this age: the pen, the book and the school.

Assalamo Alaikom.

Your sincerely,
HASSAN EL AMIN

45



YASINHL gDy,
HeHsAel adly e

(R4 W uyw)

%&m{i Nl Y- G UGN ¢34 adly YW A Hd sE-Wadl :a-
A9 2z WA Al Fedl W wJiwd wuD 3 W el nafad uy el
d 6w plud =g WA A4lg iy, :

A URIOHAUY NYUUR Wil FRAE Ad) 3¢ £33 An NalQRai A3 o A
AP AL N Al oA Ul 3 2y Uz oA, olld AA Fudl PRl glaa
AUl ¢le) YA wRe Wiklal A WA N AL w1 A g 3l wfl il
UG g Rl A I Wy Wl AR g4 sl s s3ll, - 8

NG R AR HYAA 1639 -2 W_A Do 33} A el Ald avl
WYL 2l fexdt Wlsni Wil ¥ Wexduitl) AW v MY G D.

i Ol a4 Jaw Wl AR R s el AEAA W14y sz
Ul Potey YaTHeAll WA NYN oA oel ofel AENA A 3@ DA W2 sl
AL Rkl Al vl [y WaAQd ouald wY oy 4 W2 AN 2R
WAkl oAl Tl R R oviid cuMid WA whledl BN aidin A
YA vy, 3 :

dee kol 24A YAl evaid Ewid sl AR, Aiflelyy HA Auda)
orildlg Mller TAAL Sl W2 Aet Al IBAA AL WA N A G 2] 84i3a
A evdl FRAE Asiw el :

3 sl wald (Fafid R %A 3wk 8w [Fwa sdl w3 AR oyqxld -
A0 2utnl Rl ). ¥ WY BUA AN Azgnii &l F WA 300 LR wNAW
Word Audl W2 WA Yl 2ADAL H4 A WG WA ovid il AV A 31 Alag
M d AWl iyl Al Wy Wl 2’ A IR wey WA Wl ARBL 20
¥ Ml Ry ARl WA sl ar @R A A Wl gfar A FARA
{eaqeil -l 218-0a0dl aeu Al 1A 2gadadl sostr BR Aviey AN wuy
A WA ¢4 Rl ovRd widl Aoy 316-0aA ARAg A AWl 23y
e G A4 AW Al yen sl A Rl wdHl gy uwal TRad
wnarg Goufie dagd 23 B Aoy AA NAuA AN dutfl WFYA WeR WL,

U GwRid Ulot Ay cld-Rial HAT W24 WYl gl M AA AL Yo'y uR
R Wl AP WE H 40 YN W Y 92 B e YAgR g
HARY AU AN A Y. 1 AR HAGEN wE AN,

.46



White Cabs

ZANAKI STREET,l P. O. BOX 2107, DAR-ES-SALAAM.  Telephone: 23078

Car Hire and Taxi Service

Monetary Agencies (T)Ltd.
P. O BOX 20010..INDEPENDENCE AVENUE, -
"DAR-ES-SALAAM.
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The Tablets of Mount Sinai

By HUSSAIN A. RAHIM

Haji Hussein A. Rahim, M.B.E., a:Veteran
in the community affairs, is a highly respect-
ed member for his long and selfless service.
.A one time Public Prosecutor and thena

"first class magistrate of Zanzibar during

British Raj. Mr. Rahim has distinguished
himself as a thinker, writer and an eloquent
Zakir. President of the Federation has deco-
rated him with Husseini Medal for his
services as such. He was also President of

Kuwait Jamaat, Zanzibar. |

Presently Husseinbhai is resident in Dar-
es-salaam and leading a semi retired life.

The crown of his services has been in
pioneering the Federation and one of disting-
uished member of the panel which formu-
lated the first revised Constitution of the 3

Federation.

—01—

The Silver Jubilee of an organization is always a landmark to those who
have been concerned in its initiation and development. In the case of our
Federation, it is a sign that the institution has attained maturity and has become

a permanent and viable organization.
as a gesture of faith in. the intrinsic cap-
abilities of the community. Faith sprang from a conviction that a community led by

immaculate infallible personalities such as Murtaza Ali, the Great Martyr Hussein,

Ornament of the Pious Zainul-Abidin, the Explainer of Mysteries Mohamed-el-
jitterateur and jurisconsult like Jaaffer as-Sadiq has a rich

heritage; a conviction that a community which had produced encyclopaedists,
philoscphers, mathematicians and geographers had some mission in life and that
a community which had given to the world scientists like Jabir ibn Haiyan, jurists
like Majlisi and statesmen like Mohamed Ali Jinnah could not remain in stagnation
indefinitely: and so when the clarion call for a provisional conference was first

The conception of a Federation w

Baqir and a scholar,
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sounded in 1945, it was hailed with enthusiasm by the entire 'commuhity i
East Africa. | S

Shaping and giving a constitution to a new Federation can be an exacting
task. One of the most delicate problems facing the authors of the original cons-
titution was that of determining the scope and level of unity which they were
going to impose on the member Jamaats. For, despite their religious, cultural
and social homogeneity, there still existed appreciable differences between the
Jamats as regards various sectors of social organizations, in regard both to the
structures and their degree of development. Most Jamats were also jealous of
their authority being diverted to a central body. :

It would therefore have been neither realistic nor appropriate to unify
all Jamats into one entity as had been previously envisaged. The constitution,
therefore, adopted a middle-of-the-road approach to the problem by limiting
itself to laying down a federal charter which is at present generally acknowledged
as an ideal form of  union by the modern liberal democracies.

The federal system of constitution, whilst reserving to a constituent
Jamat all its powers to manage its local affairs, vested the supreme executive
authority (-ubject to the prerogative of the Conference) in the Central Council
(now called the Supreme Council) which has power to over-ride the decisions
of the {ocal Jamats and to enforce its rulings by the application of appropriate
sanctions. The Conference, rather than the Supreme Council, is in fact the
Supreme Authority over all the Councils, constituent Jamats, their subsidiary
bodies and individual members and it is suggested that the term «Supreme
Council” might at an opportune occasion be altered to “‘Federal Council’ which
would be a more approriate appellation for the executive body.

The original authors of the constitution had deemed it wise in the initial
stages not to interfere with the powers of the constituent jamats to frame their
own laws or by-laws provided such laws did not conflict with the Charter of the
Federal Constitution. There is in fact no necessity in a Federation for uniformity
of all the laws of the constituent jamats scattered over a vast continent though
there are some spheres in which uniformity is very imortant. In course of time,
however, the Federation achieved such a remarkable status that it was felt
by ail those who attended the Special Conference in the year 1967 that two
wide a divergence in local constitutions was not conducive to smooth interter-
ritorial co-operation and the charter of the Federation.was accordingly amended
unanimously to empower the Conference to draw out and approve a common
constitution for all the constituent jamats. Indeed a draft of a common constitut-
ion, which has already been drawn out and circulated amongst the constituent

50



jamais. appears to be adaptable to all the territories alike and it is hoped that
the Silver Jubilee would be a worthy occasion for the enactment of this
~ common constitution. :

The Federal constitution was a bold venture. It has proved to be a
wonderful charter which has attracted to it folds other Jamats situated in
distant places in- Africa. In its crystal-clear words are reflected the. aims and .
aspirations of the entire community which may be achieved, fulfilled and realised
if all the Jamats and their individual members put forth their supreme efforts in

 the tasks before them with a sense of dedication. It is a challenge and a hope, 2
challenge which, if faced wisely and bravely, is sure to lead to the culmination
of the hope in the fullness of life for the Jamats and their individual members.

" As | have said before, the Federation has achieved immense stature in
the community. Its Conferences, which are attended by scholars and intellectuals
as delegates from many parts of Africa, achieve. great publicity; their conclusions,
hailed as major landmarks, are delivered to the waiting community with all the
authority of the Tablets of Mount Sinai. Its reports, which the Council issues
from time to time, are masterly examples of careful documentation.

LONG LIVE
ITHNA-ASHERI FEDERATION

M. LADAK KANJI LTD, | Rashid Moleding & (o, (T) ltd,

P. O. BOX 36, MOSHI. - : - P. O. BOX 92, BUKOBA.

- Coffee Merchants

Hardware
Merchants
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ANJUMAN-E-KHUDDAMUL QURAN

~

Phones :

P e——y

[

. Dawoodbhoy Fazal Trust Bidg ,
LIl, Bhandari Chakia Street,

Bombay (3) 3rd December, 1969

The President, e

Khoja Shia Ithna Ashari Supreme Council,
P. O. Box 1085,
- MOMBASA. (Kenya)

My Dear Mahomedalibhai,

On the auspicious occasion of the Silver Jubilee-Celebration
Federation of The Khoja Shia Ithna Ashari Jamaats of Africa | send my hearty
congratulations and pray for future bigger events, o

= | have been minutely follbwiﬁg the wonderful social and religious works
~ organised by you for the Welfare of our Community. May Allah reward you for
- your sustained efforts. :

: On this auspicious occasion | wish that we re-dedicate ourselves to the
teachings of Holy Quran and follow in the footprints of the Masoomeen in our
day to day life to make our life after death sublime. RN

~May Allah crown your efforts in future with greater success—Ameen.

, Yours Sincerely, .
For ANJUMAN-E-KHUDDAMUL QURAN

(Haji Rajabally P. Ebrahim)
' President. |
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PANJU HOUSE

138-40, Samsuel Street, Bombay 9.
Phone : 325507

All Praises be to Almighty God

It is a matter of pride and jubilation for our brethern of Africa Jamats
that their oneness and co-operation resulting in the birth of the Federation of
‘Khoja Shia Ithna-Ashari Jamats of Africa continues today to bring about the
celebration of the Silver Jubilee of 'this body. For those Murabbies of the Jamats
who saw the formation of this Federation the celebration will undoubtedly evoke
memories of days gone by, they will doubly enjoy this occasion for theirs were
‘ the hands that forge this Society. For twentyfive glorious years the Federation
has endeavoured to provide yoemen service to members of the Jamats and to
the needy and has lent a helping hand whenever it felt justification of cause. Its
destiny has been guided by the eminent people who were at its helm, all selfless
and devoted workers. To be able to’look back upon a career so glorious and to
look ahead at the chances that may yet come its way, the Federation has truly
lived a great and joyous life. Even today it endeavours to do all within its power
~ to guide the Jamats for the betterment of the members—increasing and aiding
development yet retaining the age-old principles and culture of the Khoja Com-
munity. The Federation is extremely fortunate in having at its head today a
personality of the calibre of Al-Haj Mohamedalibhoy Meghji and | pray to Al-
mighty God to grant both the Federation and the President years of glorious
service to the Community. = Ameen. ' :

HUSEIN ABDULKARIM PANJU.
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GLIMPSES IN THE PAST

By : HAJI KASSAMALI GULAMALI

Haji Kassamali Gulamali was born

and educated in Tanzania. Since 1963

he has settfed in Nigeria. He is a
Divisional Manager of a  prominent
Nigeriar, Company at Apapa/Nigeraia.
Mr. Kassamali is a quiet but ardent sup-
porter of the Federation. Though miles
avsay from the nerve centre of the
Federation he maintains constant and
close touch with the secretariat. With
his infectious enthusiasm he has re-
cently succeeded in banding a group of
Pakistani and Lebanese Shias to establish
Bilal Muslim Mission of Nigeria. Mr.
Kassamali is married and has six child-
ren.

“A man’s true wealth hereafter
world to his fellow men.

is the deeds he had done in this

When he dies; people will say ‘what property has he left behind

him?’

But the angels who examine

him in the grave will ask “What

good deeds hast thou sent before thee?”’

On one fine auspicious day some quarter of a century ago a few of the
leading members of the Shia Ithnashery Community of Africa met together

with the. avowed object of chalking

out the destiny of our Community.

That day turned out to be a Red Letter day and would ever be remembered

as such by our Community.

Until then our ‘jamaats’ were scattered wide and far in the continent of
Africa with practically no cohesion between them. Every jamaat ploughed its
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own lonely furrow with its resultant consequences of petty,feuds, jeaiousies,
rancour, spite, dishonesty and above all battles royal in the Courts of law where

- Community’s hard earned money was senselessly squandered in fattening the
already fat purses of the solicitors and lawyers,

But on that Red Letter day under the inspiring leadership of Mr. A, H.
Nurmuhamad our Community underwent, successfully, a major operation for the
removal of the cancerous tumour of rancour, spite, petty jealousies, stupid feuds,
disharmony and disunity that had eaten into the very marrow of our Community
—AND the Federation Of The Shia Ithna Ashery Jamaats of East & Central Africa
was born and our Community was lifted in the nick of time from the abyss of
frustration, dispair and despondency into which it had been pushed by the dis-
unity and lack of cohesion between our jamaats. With the support of all the
wise leaders of the Ithna Asheri Jamaats of East Africa, Late Mr. Abdulhusein
Nurmohamed 'laid the base of The Federation  of The Khoja Shia Ithnaasheri
Jamaats of Africa,

Hence seeds sowed, and watered, shot out the plant-and bore buds dur-
ing the Presidentship of Mr. Nurmohamed, while Mr. Abdulrasul N. Virji, as the
Second President, nourished the plant into a tree, and the third. President late
Al-Haj Mr. Ibrahim 'H." Sheriff cleared the field of the Federation; richly” manured,
and resoftened the earth. The Fourth and most fame-gained President Al-Haj,
Mr. Mohamedali Meghji, during the time of whom the thick branches of the Fede-
ration tree spread all round East and Central Africa.

Due to their ceaseless  efforts, - Alhamdulilah, we have today first class
schools, ‘hostels, scholars; scholarships, doctors, ‘engineers, orphanages, marriage
boards, well educated religious instructors and ardent workers in the field of the

propagation of the true faith of Islam—all blossoms of their untiring and selfless
good work.

They laid the foundation of the Federation and having laid it they did not

sit idle but worked day and night to build its edifice which is today, unique in:
the chequered and turbulent history of our Community.

To these pioneers of our unity peace and progress, many of whom, alas,
are no longer with us in the Community | salute.

Africa today has become a highly competitive place to live in and if we
want to live here with honour, respect and dignity we can ifl-afford to rest on
our past laurels and be complacent about the future. Survival of the fittest is
the order of the day. The man breaking through the barriers of the Earth's
gravitational force and soaring into the space has conquered another planet and
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imprinted his foot-prints on the surface of the moon. Lilc: Shelly’s Sky Lari’
we too have to soar higher, higher, and still higher, if we have to keep in the
competitive race and survive. | : -

_ We of the oldjguard will soon be following the way of all flesh, ledving
the destiny of our Community in the vigorous and efficient hands of our youths.
The Federation will have completed a quarter century by the end of this year
and will be entering a new world but all of you have entered a new phase. |If
this is the day on which we set our face in the direction of the future and thank
Allah for this new phase which has come to us as a hew lease on life, would we
not be strengthened in our march ahead if we examined our gwn lives as we lived
them during the year to which we have just said good-bye? There must have been
problems which claimed your attention, some very personal, and others which
concerned other people or people of other nations, but whose influence was felt
by you as you tried to live your own lives. What was your reaction to them!?

The intensity and quality of your reaction to. these problems which call,
many times, for re-evaluation of certain ideals and principles which we hold dear,
may be taken as a measure of your participation in a purposeful living. . And this
will justify your looking upon this new phase asa new lease of life and living.
Was it Plato who said, possibly in another connection, that an unexamined life
was not a life worth living? ' '

There must have been so many good things that happened which have
enriched your lives, for which you should lift up your hands in gratitude to Allah.
It is not unlikely that your experience during the past year or years may have
tended to shake your faith in the orderliness of and security in this world. To
you as youthful observers this world probably appeared and still appears as some-
what chaotic. And: yet it is well to remember that the unknown steersman whom
we call Allah is still in control. Follow Him as you step into the unknown, for
“‘-'_that is better than light and safer than a unknown way.”

~_WHOM TQ BEFRIEND.

Friends are of two types. One, who is _
trustworthy and the other pasttime-worthy. First
1ike your own limbs or members of the family or
‘your other assets, hich you can count onj SO
befriend such friends, cover his short comings
and cover his good points. But remember such types
are very rare, The other type is good for
entertainment purposes, SO do not let this little
advantage also go unavailed, but at the same time. do
no expect more than that from them,

- Hazrat Ali (4:5.)
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A Paithful Muglim,

- Hazrat All (acsc)

CHARITEY,
SEARITY,

‘Do not be. ashameq if the amount of charity ;
is-small because to return the needy empty-handed
is an act of greater shame, ‘

- Hazrat 411 (a.s.).
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BOUNTIES VERSUS
CURSES
‘ God Almlghty has given more than one angle to
each and everything created by Him in this world. Riches,
Lineage, Knowledge, Power, Status, etc., are all assets,
but they could prove disastrous Hiabilities, if they happen
to be misused or mis-cared
_Prof. Amina ,_P'enpdi-nt.
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Women’s Role in the Community

By: AKBER ALI G. SABUR, KAMPALA

Councillor of the Federation for
Many years, active member of the .
Kampala Jamaat, and Champion of the
educational cause Mr. Akberali G.
~ Sabur is popular for his caustic,
thought-provocative ideas.
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It has been said by the Prophet Mohamed (B. P. H.) that “Seeking of
knowledge is obligatory on all Muslims, male or female”. The latter has not been
secluded from seeking knowledge by the Prophet, but our community has de-
prived our women of seeking knowledge, and reasons we advance are of Shariat
and Purdah, inspite of knowing that it is the female who Plays a major role in
the upbringing of the family. In regard to this we all know the history of our
great ‘and noble Ladies Bibi Fatema and Bibj Zainab. It has been quoted
¢Educate a man and you educate an individual. Educate a woman and you educate
a family, a community, a nation."” -

Our Federation since it was founded i.e. 25 years ago, had, as one of its
main theme, to educate our male FOLK and we are proud and thankful to
Supreme Council of having many doctors, " fawyers, engineer etc. In short we
have Ithna Asheris in almost all walks of life. Thus the Council continues to com-
- bat and eradicate illetracy. May Allah, give us the might and spirit to achieve a
~ higher standard for the community at large—Amen!

If 2 woman is the key to the well being and morals of a family why has
.our community then debarred her from seeking knowledge and turned a deaf
ear to suggestions of educating women? A young woman from Iran writes,



“Women’s condition is tuined from the root. She doesn’t live—she exists. The
first step we must take to improve women'’s condition is to change the opinions
of men.” Doesn’t it imply that women’s life is firmly rooted through the media
of Education? We must try to eliminate ideas about the inferiority of women
from our minds. We must not restrict them from attaining something for which
they have an equal right. They have every right to gain education as have the
men, to fit themselves in the society and to bring out an educated and advanced
generation. With education woman can acquaint herself with her surroundings
and times plunge into the political era. The readers would agree with me
in consenting with the following quotation. ‘From Purdah to Parliament’, or
its cultural equivalent, is the confident hope unanimously expected from
women. Women have been considered to -be children, submissive, in the
country, in her family, always considered as inferior .to the men, she has the
status of a minor, a slave, a child.

1

Let us look at todays educated boys who want the girls of their own
status and shun illetrate or less educated girls, who have been victims of our
community’s traditional ideas. There may be some isolated instances where
a girl while persuing her studies at college goes astray but the chances of going
astray are far pronounced among uneducated girls than the educated ones. With
education she can interprete between rights and wrongs and understand the
responsibility of herself, her family and the community fully well.

The following examples throw light upon the virtues of endowing
education upon the female folk. An illiterate widow with children has to exist
humbly on the mercy of the community or an individual though she has no
pleasure in her life but she has to “EXIST” for her children, whereas an educat-
ed widow lives independently on her own without being a burden to anybody
but is in fact an asset to the community and her family. This is just one of
the advintages enjoyed by the educated women. There are other countless
benefits. :

Let us give voice to the silent pleadings of our women and do our utmost
to raise their status, and encourage them to persue the dictum of Prophet
Mohamed (B.P.H) as stated above.

While we are in a good mood and spirit of rejoicing the Silver Jubilee
of the Federation, we and the next generation. would only be too pleased to
celebrate the Golden Jubilee of the Federation if in the Next 25 years we educate
our girls, leading to a diploma or a degree course. Indeed, no doubt, we have
scattered female doctors, teachers etc., in our community but these are from
rich or able families or have attained their education with the assistance of an
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individual, but not.of the community. The girls from poor families who are in-
telligent enough to persue their higher studies cannot do so as they have to
remain within the four walls for lack of financial assistance. It is high time
our community and my brother-councillors gave a serious second thought and
“determination to resolve, in the next conference that our girls are also equally
offered scholarships to attain their diplomas or degree in proper Girls' Colleges.
The courses beneficial to an Individual and the community as a whole are as
follows :—

DIPLOMA COURSES: ' DEGREE COURSES:
Teaching : Theolgy
Montesory Medicine
. Needlework & Cutting Teaching
Domestic Science Dentistry
Secretarial course Law

‘Halrdressing

W

QUOTES

—~0One who is quick in saying unpleasant things about others
will himself quickly become a target to their scandal.

_=if you are wished and sé!uted then return the wish in
the mast approptiate manner. |f you are favoured then

repay the obligation manifold; ‘but  he will always excel
in merits who takes the initiative.
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VR AliSAdvice to His Son Haééan._
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The greatest wealth'is the wealth of wisdom and
Judgement; the greatest proverty is the proverty of
stupidity and ignorance; the worst ungocisbleness is
that of -venity, conceit and self-glorification; the
best nobility of decent exhibit itself in politeness
and in refinement of culture, . AT :

Do not make friend of a fool, because when he: _
will do you good he will do ‘harm;: do'not make a miger
your friend, he will run awey from you gt the time of
‘your dire need; do not make friend of a vieiovus and
weaked person because he will sell ¥you and your
friendship at the cheapest cost; and do not make friend .
of a'liar because like mirage he will make you visualize
very near the things which lie at great distance 1
and will make you see at great distance the things
kwhich‘are;near’you.a' : A :
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“NEW TRENDS IN PREACHING”

By: ABDULAZIZ SACHEDINA

" (Student of Mashhad University, Iran)

Treading on the foot-steps of his
son of a well known father Late
Abdulhussein ‘Azad’, the author Abdul
Aziz is also a student of Islamic history.
Born and educated earlier in Dar-es-
Saalam, Later proceeded to Aligarh
University to finish his B. A. in Islamic
History.  Presently Mr. Aziz is in
Meshad University. He is also a Zakir,

00—

During the lifetime of the Prophet of Islam, Muhammed (S.a.w.) religious
‘problems were easy to deal with, the reason being the presence of the teacher
and the preacher of the doctrines. In case of doubt.or questions of his followers
his reply was satisfying and final too. In fact, like the beginning of other great
religions of the world, Islam was in its primal stage confronted with less compli-
cated problems as far as jurisprudence or any other Islamic sciences were
concerned. ;

In the first three centuries of Hijra preaching was done mainly in the
* ‘mosques which were also used as the centers for religious instructions- or in the
Madresas attached to the mosques. These schools were not as much organised
as those which were founded in the later periods. The fourth century. of Hijra
boasts of the important centres of learning throughout the Islamic Empire. In
these schools taught the great scholars of the age who were busy preaching the
doctrines of Islam according to one of the established schools of Theology to
which. they and the school belonged, like Shia, Hanafi, Shafii, Maliki and Humbali.
The famous schools of Nizamiya belonged to Shafiites which had its branches
throughout the important cities of Khurasan and lIraq, like Nishapour Balkh and
Baghdad. : '
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The Shiites, as recorded in “Kitabun Naqz" of Shaikh Jalil, one of the
important sources about the conditions of Shiites of that period, had their own
schools and centres of religious education in Qum, Rai, Ahwaz, Kashan and several
other cities of Syria and Iraq. - | |

The Nizamiya, which can be compared with the religious schools existing
today in many parts of Islamic world had adopted its own method of preaching
suited to the social and religious requirement of the days. This period is well
known for its religious prejudice and the evil effect it had on the society. The
masses were used as the instruments of these disputes which usually ended in
setting fire to the bazaars and the residents of the opposite group. It may in-
terest you to know that lecturers in these colleges used to sit gracefully on the
,chair at the time of preaching with the two repeators standing on his either
sides, who repeated loudly what the professor had to tell the students and
answer their difficulties. The people interested usually joined them who some-
times took more active part in such sessions than the students. These repeators
who are termed as ‘Moid’ in Arabic were quite learned persons who later on be-
came professors themselves. L e

Shiites had adopted their own method in which discussions were highly
encouraged. The Ismailies of those days, unlike today, were among the Shiite
group who discussed and studied the Quran and the traditions deeply. One of
the famous Shiite Scholar (Ithna Ashri) in this period was Sheikh Tajuddin Mohamed
Gilani who taught and preached in Rai, Iran. 5 o

Like any other social phenomenon the institute of preaching has under-
gone a great evolution in all the religions today, and has broken the controlling
walls of the religious schools and come out in the wider circles.. .It.has even
. reached the modern varsities where often one would find the message of God
being revived. Here | would like to clarify what | meen by ‘preaching’. Preach-
ing in its wider sense not only includes “‘urge” or ' “‘recommendation” but also
enlightenment through the message delivered which would clear any doubt or
‘ignorance’. ‘Tabligh® in Arabic terminology ‘means ‘to cause to reach’ which
also includes the interpretation we have for the English term, that is delivery of
message with enlightenment. If a preaching could not have the effect which it
is supposed to have in its essence then it is far from what we may really call
‘preaching’ or ‘Tabligh’. = o '

If we judge the preaching done in our community in East Africa with this
criterion then we find that those responsible for this noble work have not been
able to fully discharge their duty. One of the leading scholars of Shiism,
- Kasheful Gheta has rightly. mentioned in the introduction of his valuable wark: -
“Aslush Shia wa Usuliha” that the weakness of our religious propaganda is in fact
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the weakness of our missionaries who are not sufficiently armed even to meet
the attacks of their own people leave aside outsiders. “We, like silkworms,
have coiled ourselves with the threads of doubt and have imprisoned ourselves
init and have cut off all relations with the outside world thus enabling our .
enemies to make us more unaware and to destroy us from roots.” Preaching
is the means to reach our final goal, but, unfortunately, now it fails to per-
form its duty properly.

The method of preaching in the sixth century of Islam was the response
to the needs of the society of these days. The ‘Manaqibiyan’ (the ‘virtue
readers’, as they are called) were the Shiites who came out in the streets and
read out a poem about the imams and made the people cry over the martydom
of the great souls of Kerbala. This was the only way the suppressed Shiites
could make themselves heard in the Sunnite dominated Muslim countries.
Actually it was necessary to make people realize, who were usually misinformed
that the only Ahlul-Bait were on the right path and their opponents had gone
astray. Sunnites had their own group called ‘Fazailiyan’ who like ‘Managqibiyan’
used to .read their poems praising the Caliphs, and of course, never failed to
curse ‘Rafezi’ (Shiite) who did not accept their point of view.

These centuries, that is, the fifth, sixth and seventh are known as the
‘dark ages’ of Muslim Empire and in many respects comparable with the European -
Middle Ages, before the Renaissance.” This period is full of religious hatred
resulting into civil wars. The well-known Nizari Ismaili (followers of Agakhan)
propagandist, Hassan bin Sabbah, took the advantage of their aberrant conditions
and with his political shrewdness was able to establish a new sect of Ismailis,
Nizarism, in lran.

But in our age it seems our preaching is not the response to the needs
of the Shiites in East Africa. The main responsibility for creating this situation
lies with ourselves who even today, have not realized the necessity of taking
serious steps to reorganize this institution. | shall clarify this point below.

Coming down to our practices in East Africa. Quran has made it clear
that those who call the people to the right path are to be ‘among yourselves’.
Here, we come to understand the point which our Federation President, Mr.
Meghji, had mentioned in his speech at the opening ceremony of the DarEsSalaam
Mosque that our youngsters, who understand our needs and our way of living
must come up to persue Islamic Studies and preach to our people, in a method
which | want to propose in this short article. The present ‘Ulama’ are doing a
great service to our people and it must be kept in mind that a great deal of the
understanding of Islam that we have today is due to their efforts. But the
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question arises, “Do we have enough of what we should have?’ If the answer
is in negative, which is undoubtedly so, when we have to find the causes for this
deficiency and the first thing which will draw our attention is that the present
‘method’ is not the response to our needs, spiritual or social. |

Firstly, language of the preaching is the problem. It is just like preach-.
ing Urdu among Hindi speaking people who though after knowing the similarities
of the grammar of these two languages are unable to grasp the thought of the
speaker, as it should be done. It should not be forgotten that words represent
~ thought of a person using them who is not using nothing to illustrate them and

should never be mixed up with the understanding of the Indian Films which have
enough illustrations at least, to give the general outline. If words are the repre-
sentatives of thought then let us conclude more reasonably that understanding
the thought of a preacher is not the same as understanding a film. | would quote
a personal experience | have of languages and the things | have realized must be
given enough attention. During my stay at Aligarh (India), | was fortunate enough
to be able to attend the preachings of great thinkers and | must confass that in
the first six months | realized that | was not benefiting from the interesting
preachings like those whose mother language was Urdu. Not only that, |'was
misunderstanding and, of course, misinterpreting the thought of the speaker due
to my lack of knowing the language. But how can that be possible? In East
Africa | had never heard a preaching in a language other than Urdy. You will
agree with me that so many times it happens that we take for granted that we
understand something when we really do not grasp the actual meaning for which
the particular words have been used. |n Karachi, | had the chance of attending
the lectures of Allama Turabi and at that time | had already cleared the obstacle
of lack of understanding good Urdu. On questioning some of my friends who
are in Karachi | came to know that they had come to get the ‘savaab’ and not
to understand the lecture because it was too difficult for them. Well, if this
could happen in Karachi why not in East Africa. This makes very clear that if we
want to benefit from the lectures, especially something like our ‘majlises’, then
nothing should be taken as granted and offorts have to be made to overcome this
difficulty. o

So at present we are confronted with two alternatives, either we should
take serious steps to teach Urdu among the community members or switch on to
2 language favourably understood by all. Taking into consideration that we can
not do the second alternative because we do not have enough Gujarati speeking
People to shoulder this responsibility, we have to take the first alternative as the
practical solution. | personally favour the first proposal of teaching Urdu,

especially when Gujarati is no more taught in the schools and if we have to
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" arrange Gujarati classes for our children why not arrange them for Urdu, which.
has also enough Islamic literature to read. If only we could encourage Persian
because of the rich Shiite literature which greatly surpasses Urdu and is far more

~ dealing with the present problems of Shiism, with up-to-date information.

During my several holiday trips to East Africa | was confronted with the
problem of how to interest younger generation to take more active and fruitful
part in their religious activities, Twice | had suggested in Dar-es-Salaam that
discussion groups be held but | think either | was late in proposing or perhaps |
did not mention its importance more clearly. Of course, | have been given to
understand that there are such groups in some sections, but | know very little
about them to make any comment at present.

Nevertheless the present method of preaching has its advantages. But :
the benefits are comparatively less. The important merit it has is the big gather-
ing on the more important religious occassions and making it possible for all to
attend. You will agree with me that this has not satisfied every one who are look-
ing for deeper values in their religion. Perheps we have often asked ourselves, “Is
that enough to make something out of our imperfect selves?”

The main setback of the present method is the lack of interesting new
subjects, The unnecessary repititious topics not only give nothing to the people
but also take away their ardent desire to know something more about their
religion. | think with all these subjects in Islam it should not to be a problem
to find a new subject to speak about. In this case | do not mean that we have
to change history or anything like that but the point is how could we present
the things to the modern mass in a way more digestible to them by keeping our-
selves well-informed about the present knowledge of various subjects.

| think the time has come to propose a new mothod of preaching which
not only will creat interest in the listeners but will also make the preacher go
after something new and educational.

Firstly we have to know what people are interested in to listen and which
subject they would like to be lectured about. This will necessitate asking people
to put their questions and topics of interest in the question-box kept in the
mosque every week. Just two days before the lecture the questions must be
ccllécted and sorted out according to the subject in general lines. For example
there zre three questions on the different aspects of the life of Imam Mohammed
Bzqir (2.s.) This will make one main subject in which these three questions will
be the key points. Possibly there are questions about the Quran and the verses
selected for the answer could be read in the beginning of the lecture and trans-
lated and commented if necessary. If fact, it is my earnest opinion that the
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- Quran must be read regularly in all preaching sessions throughout the year
translated and commented.  In this way approximately by the end of third year
.the whole Quran will have been read, translated and commented. The advantages
of this practice are far more than | can mention in this article. This would  defini-
tely creat keen interest among all ages.

The lecturer in this case will be shouldering far greater responsibilities
and would make himself work hard and alway be in search of fresh water from
the well of knowledge. The preacher who knows mass psychology and who
'understands the needs of his people is definitely successful and would be doing
far important-service to Iskam. = When one studies the speeches of Imam Ali (a:s.)
this point is very noticeable and thus even today when these speeches are read
in some gatherings, like the one we have in Mashhad University, they are not
without their original effect.

The most mis-understood philosophy is that of the ‘Maijlis’ which in this
article | have interpreted as “lecture”. As Maulana Ali Naqi has written in his
book ‘Rahnumayane Islam’ it was during the imamate of our eighth leader Imam
Reza (a:s.) that this word was used for the first time and its purpose was not
only to read the martyrdom of Kerbala but also to bring the principles of Islam
into light and to stop the suppression of free thinking. In other words Kerbala
and the great martyrs who sacrificed their lives for Islam became the means for
higher and valuable purpose of spreading humanity and even to perform this
valuable duty.

We have always faced the unreasonable opposition when we tried to
explain. the right philosophy of ‘majlis and the great revolution it can bring
about. We, the Shiites, have to be proud of this institution which has done
greater service to Islam than any other institutions. Undoubtedly, the great
service to Imam Hussein is faithfulness to Islam and its founder, the Prophet and
its defenders, the Imams. Let us think for a moment and ask this question to
ourselves and then be brave enough to see our defect, *““Have | really been true
to my faith!”  Once we make the habit of seeing our defects and be courageous
enough to criticize ourselves then we shall be able to open the doors of pro-
gress and go in the right direction. If we are unable to make a person ‘Husseini’
ﬁ—the true follower of Imam Hussein in all its meaning then, there is a mistake
in our way of delivering the message of Imam Hussein directly and of Islam in-
directly. The METHOD is wrong and NOT the MESSAGE and the method is to
be revised and not the principle. Majlis_ has the mission to fulfil and that is to
make a human HUMANITARIAN, a Muslim a true follower of his principles. It
has to raise the standard of our thought and deeds and if it has failed to do so
then without further delay we have to check up our method and improve it.
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This proposal of starting a new method in our preachings makes it neces-
sary to establish an authentic and rich library for those who are to be lecturers in

these *majlises’. | am quite aware of the present financial difficulties of our
Federation which has more vital problems to deal with first. But | suggest that

a letter should be written to Astane Qudse Razavi, Mashhad, and request their
assistance in the educational project of establishing such an oriental library in
East Africa. This would, in future, turn into a centre of Islamic reference.
{ am sure the need for such a centre wlll be felt more when our students return
‘from Iraq and lIran and start giving their valuable services in the method men-
tioned above. ;

Thus we shall have accomplished the desire of imam Reza when he used
the term ‘majlis’ instead of ‘tabligh’ in the sense already discussed.

At the end of this short article | must confess that | have summarised
many points which could have been separate articles themselves if discussed in
details,

May Allah help us to build our Federation more successfully than ever
- and everlasting. May those great souls rest in peace who sacrificedtheir time and
efforts to establish this union.
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| GEMS OF WISDOM,

Be generous but not extravagant, be
frugal but not mlserly..

A wise man first thinks eand then speaks;’
a fcol speaks first and then thinks,-

"

A fool's mlnd is at the mercy of his
tongue and a w1se man's tongue is under control
of-hig 'mind: -

.t-_i.-"

Only he can forglve who has _power to
punish. : S



A HISTORY OF
BILAL MUSLIM MISSION

The importance of ‘Tabligh’ cannot'be too emphasized. it was the work
for which Allah sent Prophets and Imams; it was the goal for which chosen ones
of Allah were always ready to sacrifiece, and did secrifiece, everything they had.
To keep alive that message is the duty of all who profess to love and follow the
Holy Prophet and his Ahlui-Bait (a.s.).

The Shia Ithna Asheris who settled in East Africa in the third quarter of
the 19th century were mostly Khoja by origin and traders of profession. No
attention was given to chanellizing their religious zeal towards propagation of
the faith among other groups; and unwittingly, some non-Shias came to look upon
our faith as something originated in India. Thus, in their minds, our faith had

nothing to do with the original Isiam.

No one did anything to remedy this situation. At different times some
‘ulama’ drew attention of the community to the importance of ‘Tabligh’.  But the
talk never reached th. stage of serious discourse.

A scheme prepared by Maulana Syed Saeced - Akhtar Rizvi was presented
to the Secretariat of the Council in 1962, At that stage it could not be imple-
mented as suggested but a pilot scheme was put into effect.

In 1964, at the triannual conference of the Federation held at Tanga, a
Memorandum (based upon the said scheme) on the importance and urgency of
Tabligh was discussed by delegates. The scheme got a boost from a Tesolution
of Haji Hussein Nasser Wialji sent by Dar-es-Salaam Jamaat “to do something in
this (Tabligh) connection.” The resolution was adopted. Bilal Muslim' Mission
came into being.

A Committee of seven members was formed with Haji Mohsin A. M.
Jaffer as the Hon. Organiser of the Mission. The [Mission started a Swahilj
magazine “Sauti ya Bilal”, of which 3 numbers were issued from Mombasa.
Simultaneously, work was started in Dar-es-Salaam by Maulana Seyed Saeed
Akhtar Rizvi. '

In February, 1965 a Madresa was started to teach Urdu to African child-
ren in Dar-es-Salaam, on the suggestion of Haji Hussein Nasser Walji, who at
that time was Chairman of the Jamaat’s Madresa Sub-Committee. In March, four
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African young Sheikhs expressed, their desire to learn Urdu. Gradually, Maulana
awakened their interest in Islamic history. This led to discussions and they
were given books for detailed study.

An African, Sheikh Muhammad Ali Ngongambure of Rufiji, who was a
Muallim in Iringa, came to Dar-es-Salaam; met these Sheikhs; saw the books,
studied them and went back to Iringa. From there he wrote to Maulana asking
him to be a witness in Quiyamat that he had changed his faith from Shafei to
that of Shia. '

An African, Mr. Abel Y. Mwangamilo, of Mbeya side, originally a Chris-
tian, had earlier accepted Shiism, and was made a member of the Dar-es-Salaam
Jamaat.

Sheikh Muhammad Ali left Iringa in January, 1966. He started 2 day
Madresa in his house at Temeke, Dar-es-Salaam, in which about |5 children
learnt Qur'an. He also started Night Class for Arabic language and Shafei Figh,
which was attended by about 10 adults, Gradually, he introduced Shia tenets
and Masael, just as a matter of comparison. This aroused their curiousity and
paved way for Maulana to visit the Madresa three nights a week.

By August, 1967, both Day and Night Madresas were openly converted
to Shia Madressas. 5 children and 3 adults had acccpted Shiism, by that time.

In the meantime, madresas were started at Njianne Sisal estate (of Haji
Habib Kassam Maniji), Buguruni (Dar-es-Salaam), and Bagamoyo.

(It is sad to note that the first madresa had to be closed because the
teacher was sent by the Mission to Najaf, (Iraq) for further studies; the
other two had to be closed because of other circumstances beyond our
control). |

By increase in the activities, need was felt for an Asst. Missionary, and
Agha Seyyid Mohammad Mahdi Musawi, of Zanzibar, joined the Mission with

effect from 23rd May, 1967.

Establishment of Bilal Muslim Mission
; of Tanzania:

The expansion in the Mission’s activities in Dar-es-Salaam, and its vicinity,
necessitated establishment of an autonomous body, Bilal Muslim Mission of Tan-

zadia, as a subsidiary of the K.S.l. Supreme Council. A constitution was prepared
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by the Secretariat, and a Committee formed, with Haji Ahmad Hussain Sheriff
Dewiji (Moshi) as its President. The other members were: :

Maulana Syed Saeed Akhtar Rizvi

Haji Hussein Nasser Walji

Haji Fidahusein A. Hameer, DSM gy o
Haji Ali Mohamed Jaffer Sheriff, Arusha
Haji Mohammad Rafiq Somji, DSM

Haji AbbasS. Alloo, DSM

Haji Husein J. Dhaniji, Lindi.

NpvawN -

The Mission was registered on 16.4.1968. Since then progress has been
very fast and comprehensive.

It is necessary to mention here that the Dar-es-Salaam Jamaat was most
considerate in the conception, birth and nursing of this Mission to this stage.
Whatever this Mission will accomplish in fnture, it can never forget the tenderly
care of the Dar-es-Salaam Jamaat, during its infancy.

Also, it must be mentioned here that all these times Maulana Saeed
Akhtar Rizvi was the Resident Alim of Dar-es-Salaam Jamaat; but in addition to
his usual responsibilities, he voluntarily spent all his spare time in Tabligh activi-
ties. And these exhausting dual responsibilities remained with him till July, 1969,
when, on the order of late Agha Seyyid Mohsin Al-Hakeem, his services were
transferred exclusively to the Bilal Mission. '

Achieyeinents: The achievements may be described under following
headings:—

I. Establishment: The Mission has its Head Office at Temeke Centre

(Dar-es-Salaam). A Mosque, a Madresa and 2 Boarding House have been cons-
tructed there.

Mosque: Regular Jamaat prayers and Eidain prayers are held there;
Adults religious classes (about 8 students) are conducted (medium of instruction:
Swahili); Majlises in Swahili are recited in Muharram and Arbain; Sermons are
delivered in the month of Ramadhan. :

Madresa: Day madresa for children of African origin is held there
(number of children about 60). One side is used as our Head Office. :

Boarding: It is housed in a2 pre-fabricated metal house, donated by
Messrs. Combined Enterprises, Dar-es-Salaam. There are 6 students there at
present. :
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Songea Branch: The Mission has a branch at Songea, whick was estab-
lished by the initiative of Maulana Seyyid Sajjad Hussain Saheb, with support of
the members of the Songea Jamaat. Special mention should be made of Haji
M. G. Pardhan, Bar-at-Law, whose moral and financial support hag kept that
branch alive. Now Sheikh Abdulla Seif (one of our African missionaries) is in
charge. A Madresa and mosque are established there. Also he teaches religion
in the Secondary School there,

Usimpe: This Place is in a remote area, A Madresa is established
there which is attended by about 20 students.

The Mission aids other Madresas from time to time,

In all the above-mentioned Madresas African children are taught Islamic
subjects.

2. Peri’odi.cals: The Mission publishes two bi-monthly periodicals:
The Light (English) and Saut; ya Bilal’ (in Swahili).

(3) The Light was started in 1963 for the benefit of our over-
seas students. ;

At the end of 1964. it came Out as a printed m-gazine from
Dar-es-Salaam. 1In 1969, it was taken over by the Mission and, from then
on, it comes out as a.bi-monthly. The Mmagazine has a wide circulation
in foreign countries and its articies are often reprinted in other maga-

(b) “Sauti ya Bilal® As stated earlier, this Swahili magazine was
started in 1965 by the Mission from Mombasa, from whence 3 issues
were published. In 1967 ijts publication was transferred to the Bilal

l3. Books: The Mission has so far prepared and/or published 34
books: .

Swabhili: 4 ( 5 published; 3 in press; 6 pending),
English: 18 (11 published: 3 in press; 4 pending).
Gujrati & English Combined : 2 (in press).
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Out of these 34 books 4 were published by the Kenya Mission, one
directly by the Supreme Council, and 29 by the Tanzania Mission, (7 by arrange
ments with Messrs. Peermahomed Ebrahim Trust of Karachi).

4. Islamic Correspondence Course: This course will contain 22
booklets on important aspects of tslam, including theology, Figah, history and
financial, moral and social codes. ;

At the time of writing about 225 students are taking advantage of this
|
course.

5. Students Abroad: The Mission ardently believes in the injuction
of the Holy Qur'ani— :

«Why should not 2 company from every party of them go'forth that they
may acquire (proper) understanding in religion and that they maY warf
their people when they return unto them.” (Qur'an 9:122).

 To fulfil that obligation, the Mission in 1968 sent 5 African students
of the Temeke O Najaf (Iraq) for religious studies. It must be mentioned here
that the Mission from the very beginning Was fortunate to have the blessings of
His Holiness (Late) Agha Seyyid Mohsin Tabatabai Al-Hakeem. And it was by
his encouragement ¢hat these five students were sent. YVhen the Bathist
Government of Iraq started persecution of Ulamas and students in 1969, these 5
students shifted to Sur, Labanon. Then, the Mission in 1970 cransferred them
to Dar-ut-Tabligh islami, Qum, ran, where they are persuing their studies under
the kind patronage of His Hoiiness Agha-e-Shariat-Madari.

6. A.S.K.Show: The Bilal Muslim Mission of Kenya kept 2 stall in
the Agricultural Show of Kenya, Mombasa in August, 1970, which proved tre-
mendous SuCcess. .

: 7. Articles and letters on various religious subjects are published in
«Sunday News” (DSM) «Standard Tanzania” (DSM)- «Baraza’ (Nairobi) and
«East African Standard” (Nairobi).

A few talks have been arranged by the Kenya Mission on Voice of Kenya,
Nairobi.

8. Examinations: ' The Mission conducts Annual religious examinations
in the Madresas of K.S. Ithnasheri Jamaats in East Africa. PN

9. Fruit of our jabour: The effectiveness of the efforts of the Mission
may be summarized in two different fields:—

25




- e
g (a) Conversion: So far, 111 persons have accepted Shia Faith. (47 males;
19 females and 45 children). 6 of them are Indians, 2 Arabs, | Somali, | from

U.S.A. and | from Finland; the rest are Africans.

(b) Reform: The Mission is thankful to Allah that it has helped in-
numerable Shia Ithnaasheris (especially the youths) to understand and thus truly
believe in, and act upon, the tenets of the religion. At last, the youths and
intellegentia have a place where they can get their doubts removed and the mali-

cious propaganda of non-Muslims effectively answered.

MOHAMED RAFIQ SOMJi
Hon. Secretary,

Bilal Muslim Mission of Tanzania.

R. H. PUNJANI £ CO.

P. O. BOX 77, BUKOBA (TANZANIA).
Telephone : 260

DEALERS IN :
Gift articles, Toys, Lamps, Toilet &

“BHAMEBAU KAGHRA x, cﬂ. Beauty Preparation, Cutlery, Alu-
BUKOBA | miniumware, Enamelware, Plastic-
: ware, Tinware, Crockery, Glassware,

Brassware & All kinds of Household

Effects, Gas, Kerosene and Pressure
Cookers.

ALSO

ALL KINDS OF FURNITURES,
MATTRESSES, PILLOWS, CAR-
PETS, SUITCASES & ELECTRIC
General Merchant APPLIANCES ETC. ETC.

—_—0l—

Also Ask for Photo Copies
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Sayings of Hazrat Ali (a.s.).

A wiseman®s mind is the safest custody of
secrets; an open and pleasant countenance gets
more friends; patience and forebearance will :
hid and cover many defects.

Treat people in such a way and live amongst
them in such a manner that if you die they weep
over you, and if you are alive they crave for your
companys = g |

Often your ﬁtterances_and expressions of your
face leak out the secrets of your hidden thoughts,

When few blessings come your way do not drive
them away through thanklessness,

1ol



LEARNING IN OLD AGE

The result of fearis failure and that of restraint is non-materialisation.
Moments of leisure are like fast-sailing clouds; Therefore the opportunity to do
a good turn should be taken as an honour from the All Mighty.

A certain matter may be considered not ‘very good among the masses,
who may have been looking down upon it, but if there is nothing un-ethical in | i
_it is sheer folly to keep-away from it, because quite often the opportunities and
successes are contained in it. For example, some-one is unschooled of certain
- knowledge and fights shy, due to lack of it, through fear of being branded as un-
lettered. The case in question s of undue ego of self-respect. This
way, one will be insulated from knowledge and widsom:. No wide-
horizoned man will ever feel dwarfed in learning. An old man was still busy
acquiring some sort of learning at a very late age. Some-body asked him if he
was not feeling shy of learning at that age. The latter replied, “l did not feel
shy on account of illiteracy. Now, what is there to feel shy in getting literate,
Of course, there is nothing wrong in getting knowledge at all.” On the cont-
rary, one should feel shy in doing those deeds which Shariat forbids.

: Again, there are two kinds of shyness, as emplified by The Holy Prophet
Mohammad (S.A.). One is good, which is based on reason and sense. The other

one is superfluous which is based on illiteracy, and senseressness.

Translated by :

Mrs. Amina Penpoint from Hazrat Al: {A.5 ;'s Sayings.
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